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From disposable razors tc

developed a throw away atti-

centered home, is a woman

her blessed; her husband also,

contact lenses, our world has @\ ‘ A L whose “children arise and call

tude. Assembly line produc-
tion has so cheapened many
products that it is no Ionger
economical to fix them. We sim-
ply throw them away and open
a new supply.

This attitude has also invaded our homes.
Over 50% of the marriages in America today
are disposed of through divorce. Many
couples are trying to beat this statistic by liv-
ing together first. Yet, the Journal of Marriage
& the Family reports that couples who live
together before marriage have a more than 40%
greater risk of divorce than couples who do
not. What then is the solution?

The first step to solving any problem is iden-
tifying the problem. Marriage and family thera-
pists report that some of the leading causes of
divorce in America today are problems involv-
ing roles in the family, intimacy and money. In
this lesson we will take an overview of these
important topics and then look at them again
in more detail in following lessons.

1. Roles In The Family

Throughout history, God’s role for men and
women in the home has remained constant.
Like the manna in the wilderness, God pro-
vides great blessings when His plan is followed
and great spoilage when it is not. Since the
time of Adam, a man'’s primary physical respon-
sibility to his family has been tgo out and
bring things in. Bible history is filled with
examples of this. Since the time of Eve, the
woman’s primary physical responsibility to her
family has been tgo in and bring things out
We see from Proverbs 31:10-31 that a woman
who knows the importance of her role, and
reaches in to her family to create a secure God-

U‘?~0

and he praises her”. We see

from the example of Timothy's
D/ mother, Eunice, in Il Timothy

1:5 that a mother who reaches

in to her child’s life and brings
out faith in God is a mother who is worthy of
God-inspired praise.

Christian fathers across the nation simply
must wake up, throw off the chains of material-
ism and worldly priorities, and again claim their
God-given position as provider and head of
the family. If they will take the lead in trimming
away all unnecessary luxuries and conve-
niences, a mother will be able to spend more
time at home and also fullfil her God-given role.

2. Intimacy

Adultery - the word sounds so ugly, yet
thousands of couples give into its temptation
each year. Below are twelve warning signs sug-
gested by Dr. Jay Lindsey that may indicate
you or another are on the way to an affair:

1. ReadinessFhings aren’t going well at home.
2. Alertness-Increased attraction and watch-
ing for those of the opposite sex. We rational-
ize, “It's okay to flirt. I'm only human.”

3. An innocent meeting -Contact by chance
or common activity, like church or work.

4. An intentional meeting - A meeting on pur-
pose, by monitoring the path of the other. We
rationalize, “It's okay to play games; | have to
find some way to liven up my life.”

5. Public lingering - Talking together at the
exclusion of others around you. We rational-
ize, “It's okay, we're in public.”

6. Private lingering -1t begins in a group con-
text, but it continues after the other people are
gone and we rationalize, “It's okay, the others
chose to leave.”
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7. Purposeful isolation -This is a pre-planned pri-
vate meeting. Time alone for what we say are legiti-
mate purposes. “We need to work together on that
report” or “I'll drop by your house and give you
that material tonight.”

8. Pleasurable isolation A jointly, preplanned time
alone just to have fun. We rationalize, “Everybody
needs friends. It just so happens this person is of
the opposite sex.”

9. An affectionate embrace Holding and hugging.
We rationalize, “Everybody needs a hug sometimes.
It's okay, a bolstering support. | don't get much of
that at home.”

10. A passionate embraceFhe hugs begin to com-
municate more than support. There’s an erotic qual-
ity. We rationalize, “I just got carried away. It won't
happen again.”

11. Capitulation - That which we thought would
never happen, happens. We still rationalize, “It
won’t happen again.”

12. Acceptance We admit we're having an affair
out of choice, but we love each other so much.
“We're right for each other. My marriage never
was right in the first place.”

Nothing will defend a marriage better against
the temptations of unfaithfulness than a joint com-
mitment to the God-ordained sanctity of that union.
Intimacy is the ultimate form of communication
within a marriage. Communicate your commitment.
Give your partner intimate gifts that will help to
keep them faithful.

"She wears lace.
® He brings flowers.
Selfless gifts,

By Sonny Childs

No greater powers."

3. Money

One day Satan encountered a religious man.
After recognizing the man as a Christian, Satan
began slinging evil darts of temptation in his direc-
tion. The first dart was thrown at his head, but the
Christian was wearing the “helmet of salvation”
and the dart fell harmlessly to the ground. Next
Satan aimed at his chest, but the evil dart was eas-
ily deflected by the “breastplate of righteousness”.
Moving further down the man’s body, Satan hurled
dart after dart until he reached his feet, but even
they turned away the temptations because he was
wearing shoes of the “Gospel of peace”.

Confident with the protection he had against
Satan’s deadly darts, the Christian turned and be-
gan to walk away. But just then it happened. A
sharp cutting pain pierced his lower back. He winced
and grabbed his hip. As he turned, he found an evil
dart of temptation stuck securely in his wallet. Sa-
tan found his weakness and hit him where it hurt.

Unfortunately, the man in the story above is like
many Christians. Satan lulls us into a foolish feel-
ing of confidence because we attend worship ser-
vice each week, make convenient offerings, study
the Bible occasionally and pray slightly more of-
ten. All the while, we are ignoring one of our most
vulnerable weak spots.

Marital counselors tell us that conflict over
money is one of the leading causes of divorce in
America. The love of money is killing our families.
We use it as an excuse to work long hours, pursue
extra jobs and to justify our neglect of the children
by leaving them in the care of others. We console
ourselves by saying "The family has to eat!" But is
it really a matter of putting food on the table or are
we just unwilling to sacrifice a few luxuries in order
to spend more time with the family? Too many are
working extra jobs not because they have too many
needs, but because they have too many wants.

God promised that if we seek Him first, He will
provide for our every need (Matthew 6:33). Chris-
tians everywhere should re-examine their faith in
these words of God. If we truly believe in Him, then

we should also honor God by exchanging material-
istic priorities for those which He recommends.

Marriage and family therapists report that some
of the leading causes of divorce in our nation are
conflict over intimacy, money and roles in the fam-
ily. But, they also report that developing good com-
munication skills can conquer these areas of tur-
moil and promote unity within a relationship. If
couples can learn to communicate effectively they
can take hold of one of the most powerful tools
that God has ever provided for overcoming con-
flict.

Consider the three following suggestions to help
you improve communication in your relationship.

1. Keep issues separatéWWhen experiencing
conflict, address each issue separately. Too often,
when one partner is humbled by a “good point”,
they retaliate by bringing up accusations which
are totally unrelated to the original issue. Like the
man who, in the middle of an argument, told his
wife, "You are gettindpistoricalagain!" She said,
"You mean hysterical, don't you?" "No," said the
man, "l mean historical. Whenever we fight, you
bring up everything | have ever done wrong!" This
avoidance of the real issue only promotes more
conflict and causes greater confusion.

2. Verbalize and prioritize- Few things build
security better in a marriage than frequently hear-
ing your spouse say, “Our relationship is one of
the most important areas of my life.” Children have
fewer emotional problems because they have con-
stant verbal reminders that Mommy and Daddy are
committed to the family unit. Spouses have less
worries about trust because their wedding vows
are refreshed each day. Make your marriage a top
priority and let your family know it!

3. Giveitto God -There is no stronger glue to
bond any relationship than a joint commitment to
God. Only by faith in a higher power can hope be
found in the darkest hour. Pray together. Study to-
gether. Worship together. God gives the ultimate in
marital security.

Look
IN the Book!

Friends that study together,
spend eternity together!

Read the scripture(s) and answe
the questions below. Feel free to write
your answers on another piece of
paper and enclose it within this study
guide.

Ephesians 5:22-33

1. What are the primary differences
between the man's role and the
woman's role in the home?

2. How are men and women different
in their needs for intimate fulfillment?
Why are "selfless gifts" important?

3. What are five rules couples should
have when dealing with money?

4. What are five examples of God
using the physical family to define
something spiritual?

Other Bible Studies

Many other "Look in the Book" study guides
are available to you on various subjects.
They are great for personal study, Bible
class material or for an open Bible study
with a friend. They are also designed with
an address space on the back to help you
use them as a correspondence course with
friends far away. To request your free Bible
study guides please go to:

www.sonnychilds.com.



Called To Be A Provider

The Man's Role In The Family

Experts suggest that conflict over roles in the
family is a leading cause of divorce. Since the
time of Adam, a man'’s primary physical respon-
sibility to his family has been g out and bring
things in and a woman'’s primary physical re-
sponsibility to her family has beengo in and
bring things out. In | Timothy 5:8 God gives a
stern warning to men who fail to provide. “If
anyone does not provide for his relatives, and
especially for his immediate family, he has de-
nied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”
God classifies the person who refuses to pro-
vide for his own family as one who has “denied
the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”

Sadly, most men grow angry when they hear
of others who lazily refuse to work, yet they
hardly react to stories of men who refuse to pro-
vide for their family emotionally and spiritually.

A little boy rushed into the living room and
excitedly asked his father, “Dad, how much do
you make an hour?” Agitated at being inter-
rupted from reading the evening newspaper, the
man growled, “Oh, | don’t know! About $12 an
hour!” At that, the boy walked out of the living
room and up the stairs that led to his bedroom.
Moments later, the father was again interrupted
by a loud crash on the bedroom floor above him.
Angrily the man stomped up the steps to inves-
tigate. When he reached the boy’s room, he
found his son sitting in the middle of a pile of
change and broken pieces from his piggy bank.
“Son! What are you doing?” asked the father in
an angry tone. The boy smiled and then an-
swered, “I'm trying to see if | have $12 so you
can spend an hour with me.”

Too many fathers have bought into Satan’s
politically correct propaganda that “quality time”
is enough to rear a child properly. The world’s
view of quality time is a block of time that is set
aside to be parental. But true quality time cannot

easily be scheduled or fit neatly into a space on
your planner. Real quality time comes as a result
of life and using unexpected opportunities to train
our children about how to live. It comes when
they watch us change a light bulb in the kitchen
or when they see how we react to stubbing our
toe on a walk. Quality moments happen while
rinsing shampoo from their hair during an evening
bath or while tying up a trash bag that is too big
for one person to handle. Life is the training
ground and we have access to this training facil-
ity for only a very few years. Do not waste it!

Perhaps the greatest gift a man can give his
wife is the opportunity and encouragement to
fulfill her own God-given role in the home. God
has called her to be a homemaker (Titus 2:3-5). If
men will reclaim their role as provider and head
of the family they then can trim away all unnec-
essary luxuries and conveniences, and a woman'’s
need to work outside the home will most likely
also become unnecessary. The woman will then
be free to be "busy at home" and complement
her husband’s responsibility to bring up the chil-
dren "in the training and instruction of the Lord".
(Ephesians 6:4)

Christian fathers simply must throw off the
chains of materialism and worldly priorities and
again claim their God-given position as provider
and head of the family. Some day men every-
where will stand before God and give an answer
for the way they have encouraged or discour-
aged their family’s spiritual development. Noth-
ing should be more important to a man than his
family’s spiritual well-being. His children and
wife may die penniless, but if they spend eter-
nity with God, he has been a success. On the
other hand, his wife and children may become
wealthy, powerful and famous, but if they miss
Heaven, he is a failure and God will require an
answer for his mismanagement.
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Called To Be A
Homemaker

The Woman's Role In The Family

In Titus 2:3-5, the Holy Spirit sets forth a
formula that defines a woman's role in the fam-
ily and promotes a society in which God is
honored. “...teach the older women to be
reverent in the way they live, not to be slan-
derers or addicted to much wine, but to teach
what is good. Then they can train the younger
women to love their husbands and children, to
be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home,
to be kind and to be subject to their own hus-
bands, so that no one will malign the word of
God.”

The Greek text translated “busy at home” in
verse 5 is defined by W.E. Vines as “working
at home...watching or keeping the home”. Per-
haps the greatest insult one could ever use
against a homemaker is to suggest that she
does not work, has no initiative or lacks ambi-
tion to pursue her own career. Being “busy at
home”is her career. The greatest, most hon-
orable career a woman can ever have is to be a
homemaker. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
defines this Greek text as “a stayer at home, i.e.
domestically inclined”. He also suggests that
this text is associated with another Greek word
that means “guard”. In other words, God has
called women to make a career out of home-
making and guarding this institution as one
who is responsible for its well being.

Is it wrong for a woman to work outside the
home? Not always! However, throughout his-
tory, God’s primary role for men and women
has remained constant. Likethe mannain the
wilderness, God provides great blessings when
His plan is followed and great spoilage when it
is not. Since the time of Adam, a man’s pri-
mary physical responsibility to his family has
been tayo out and bring things in Since the

time of Eve, the woman'’s primary physical re-
sponsibility to her family has beengoin and
bring things out. We see from Proverbs 31:10-
31 that a woman who can engage in outside
activities yet never lose focus of her primary
role to create a secure God-centered home, is a
woman whose “children arise and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he praises her”.

The average child in America today spends
more of their waking hours in an institution
than they do with their own parents. The popu-
larity of non-parent child care is exploding
across the nation. According to ABC News,
over 60% of four-year-olds are already in some
form of daycare. Many are rushing their chil-
dren into the arms of near strangers because
they have been convinced that two salaries
are necessary to survive in today's world. Is it
a necessity or is it materialism? Many families
work two or more jobs, not because they have
too manyneedsbut because they have too
manywants

Imagine what people could save if they were
willing to sacrifice just a little and buy only the
things that they truly needed. Go to the closet
and count the number of pairs of shoes your
family owns. How many of them do they really
need? Now count the number of unused out-
fits. In spite of this virtual thrift shop of cloth-
ing within our very own home, we still buy
hundreds of dollars worth of outfits at the be-
ginning of each school year so that our chil-
dren will fit in.

How many video games, televisions and
VCR’s does one family really need? We gripe
about poor television content, yet we pay for
cable, premium channels and satellite dishes
to beam the material into our own homes with
little to no restrictions. How many telephones,
car phones, beepers, computers and internet
hookups does it really take to be connected?
We harp at our children because they spend
too much time talking on the phone or surfing
the net, yet we provide them with every new
communication gadget we can find.

How many toys does one child really need?
We complain about the avalanche of toys that
comes tumbling out of our child’s closet every
time we open the door, yet next Christmas we
will again spend hundreds of dollars to sur-
round the tree in expensive packages.

How many times do you eat out each week?
What kind of exorbitant interest rates are you
paying on those regular credit card purchases?
What could you save if you eliminated one of
the vehicles in the driveway along with its li-
cense, insurance and repair costs? How many
varieties of cereal are in your cupboard? How
much do you spend each week to feed the
pet? The list of money-saving suggestions
reallyis endless. The question is, are you will-
ing to make these small sacrifices in order to
have the time to rear your own children?

If you are using child care because you be-
lieve that it is the only way to get the bills paid,
please take time right now to consider the fol-
lowing questions. How much of the second
parent’s salary is used up paying for the baby-
sitter, for the extra fuel to reach the child care
provider and then to reach the job, for the ex-
tra vehicle (bank note, repairs, license, insur-
ance, etc.), for extra work suits and shoes, for
meals out during lunch break, etc.? When all
of the expenses are finally taken into account,
one finds that the second parent’s job must
pay extremely well in order for it to really be
worth having at all. And, even if it does pro-
vide a good profit margin, one still has to won-
der if the money really is worth having since
both parents are forced to be away from the
home in order to earn it?

Absolutely nothing is more important than
the spiritual well-being of your family. Men
and women must return to their God-given roles
in the family if homes are again to become
stable. Your child might make straight A's, be
named homecoming queen or be voted most
likely to succeed, but if they miss Heaven they
are a failure. Plan for eternity. Make sacrifices
now to insure that you will be together then.

Look
IN the Book!

Friends that study together,
spend eternity together!

Read the scripture(s) and answe
the questions below. Feel free to write
your answers on another piece of
paper and enclose it within this study
guide.

| Timothy 5:8, Proverbs 31:10-31

1. Why isitsoimportantto God that
men provide for their families?

2. What is meant by the phrase "me
are called to go out and bring things
in and women are called to go in and
bring things out"? Do you agree?

3. How does a woman become wha
is stated in Proverbs 31:11-127? How
are these verses related to verse 23?

4. How does Proverbs 31:27 relate tq
Titus 2:4-5?

Other Bible Studies

Many other "Look in the Book" study guides
are available to you on various subjects.
They are great for personal study, Bible
class material or for an open Bible study
with a friend. They are also designed with
an address space on the back to help you
use them as a correspondence course with
friends far away. To request your free Bible
study guides please go to:

www.sonnychilds.com.



Our Needs Are Different

Few things can help a marriage survive like
a healthy dose of affection. But men and
women often define this word in very different
ways. To men, affection often brings to mind
the acts that lead to intimacy. Women, how-
ever, are much different. Specialists estimate
that 80% of a woman's emotional needs are
non-sexual. Unless this difference is recog-
nized, enormous problems in a marriage can
follow.

Affection to a Woman

1. Touch- A UCLA study revealed that
women need at least 8 to 10 meaningful touches
each day to maintain emotional stability. Men
must understand that what they think of as a
meaningful touch is often significantly differ-
ent from that which a woman desires. Women
need gentle caresses that are given, not to get
something in return, but to communicate ten-
der love. Consider the list at the right.

2. Talk- Alittle girl asked a young boy if he
would like to play house. "I can't ‘cause | don't
know how," was his response. "Oh, it's easy"
said the girl, "All you have to do is communi-
cate." "Communicate?" asked the boy. "l don't
even know what that means!" "Alright," said
the girl. "You can be the husband."”

The average woman speaks 25,000 words
each day, yet the average man only speaks
12,500. A Harvard study of preschoolers at
play found that 100% of the sounds that little
girl's made were audible words. Only 68% of
the sounds made by little boys were words.
The other 32% were sounds like varooom, or
kabooom.

It seems clear that, from beginning to end,
females tend to need, want and practice more
effective communication. For men to give the
necessary levels of affection that their wives

need, they must make more of an effort to com-
municate.

Whoever said "Talk is cheap" obviously
did not know how valuable it could be to the
success of a marriage. Therapists agree that
poor communication skills lie at the heart of
most marital stress. Take time to talk.

3. Together- A man was in the middle of
watching his third straight baseball game.
Frustrated and feeling ignored, his wife planted
herself in front of the television and demanded,
"Play me, or trade me!"

Perhaps nothing communicates affection
better to a woman than simply spending time
with her. Give her your undivided attention.
Take her shopping. Go for a walk. Rent a ro-
mantic movie and really try to enjoy it. There
was a time when you wanted nothing more
than just to be with her. Recapture that feeling.
Look deep in her eyes and rediscover what it
was that drew you to her in the beginning.

-Continued in the middle

The following list was made by my wife, Cincliy.
Men should memorize this listand give this typg of
affection to their wife each day.

Hugme.

Hold my hand in public.
Kiss me on the cheek.
Sitcloseto me.
Putyourarmaround me in public.
Holdme.

Callme fromwork.

Take me outduring lunch breaks.
Give me small gifts.

Write me love notes and poems.
Send me flowers and cards.
Compliment me when we are alone and in pulic.
Tellme often howmuch you love me.

Want more?
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Affection to a Man

When men desire affection, they often mean
the acts that lead to intimacy. Experts estimate
that a male has a sexual thought every 40 to 50
seconds. In order for a woman to help keep her
husband's attention at home, she must be con-
scious of the very different way that he views
affection.

In | Corinthians 7:2-5 God gave the follow-
ing command:

"...since there is so much immorality, each
man should have his own wife, and each woman
her own husband. The husband should fulfill
his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the
wife to her husband. The wife's body does not
belongto her alone but also to her husband. In
the same way, the husband's body does not be-
long to him alone but also to his wif2o not
deprive each otheexcept by mutual consent
and for a time, so that you may devote your-
selves to prayer. Then come together again so
that Satan will not tempt you because of your
lack of self-control.”

Notice again the first phrase,since there
is so much immorality"The reason the Holy
Spirit inspired this passage for the people of
that day is entirely the same reason that He
has preserved the words for us in this day?
Adulteryis at an all time high. The divorce rate
is over 50% and climbing. Immorality is as ram-
pant today as it was back then, and these words
are just as relevant to us as they were to them.
Give special attention to the following three
parts of the passage above.

1. Duty - Couples must understand that
sexual affection is not just a pleasurable side
effect to marriage, it is their spiritual duty to
one another. To fail at this duty is to place a
spiritual stumbling block in front of your mate.

With the present immorality, it cannot be
stressed enough how important it is for women
to fulfill this duty. Every day the world tries to

pull your husband from your arms and into the
world of self-gratification. He is being enticed
from every facet of our society to leave you
and fulfill his needs for affection elsewhere.
He cannot buy a loaf of bread without being
tempted by the perfect forms of women on
magazine covers at the checkout stand. He
cannot drive down the highway without being
lured into ungodly thoughts by suggestive
billboards. TV exploits his needs. Radio en-
courages him to lust. On and on the pressures
mount. If you are not aggressively working to
keep his attention on you, he will be distracted.

2. PossessionBecause women often seek
affection in different ways, the needs of a man
are not generally high on her desire list. But,
when God commanded couples to become
"one flesh" in Genesis 2:24, and when he in-
spired the words of our passage at the left, He
expected His law of possession to be honored.

Once a couple has been united in marriage,
they are one in God's eyes. At that point, the
wife's body belongs just as much to her hus-
band as it does to her. Too many women with-
hold sexual fulfilment as a punishment or a
bargaining tool. They manipulate their partner
by refusing to meet his most basic needs. A
wife must not steal from her husband.

(Important Note: The law of possession does
not give men a license to do anything they
choose. God calls a husband to honor his wife's
body just as much as he honors his own body
and as much as Christ honors the body of His
bride, the church. See Ephesians 5:25-33.)

3. Deprive- The Holy Spirit warns against
depriving your spouse of the sexual affection
he needs. To do sois to allow Satan to present
a temptation for which there is little defense.
The marital bond was designed to be a safety
net that keeps partners from falling into the pit
of unfaithfulness. When a man is deprived of
this safety net, his wife could be guilty of an
allegiance with Satan. Help your marriage sur-
vive, don't deprive.

-By Sonny Childs

God's gift of Intimacy

When God's laws are honored
intimacy can give...

...knowledge on the ultimate level

"And Adam knew Eve his wife; arld
she conceived and bear Cain, and said
have gotten a man from the Lord."

-Genesis 4:1 (KJV)

...perfect unity.

"For this reason a man will leave hig
father and mother and be united to hjs
wife, and they will become one flesh.”

-Genesis 2:24

...the deepest level of comfort.

"Isaac brought her into the tent of h
mother Sarah, and he married Rebekgh.
So she became his wife, and he loved Her;
and lsaac was comforted after his
mother's death."

)

-Genesis 24:67

...ecstacy and fulfillment.

"Let him kiss me with the kisses of fis
mouth - for your love is more delightfy
than wine."

"How beautiful you are, my darling
Oh, how charming! And our bed is ve
dant.”

-Song Of Songs 1:2, 16

...the greatest defense against adultery.

"But since there is so much immorg|l-
ity, each man should have his own wife,
and each woman her own husband."”

-1 Corinthians 7:2

Look
IN the Book!

Friends that study together,
spend eternity together!

Read the scripture(s) and answe
the questions below. Feel free to write
your answers on another piece of
paper and enclose it within this study
guide.

| Corinthians 7:2-5

1. In what ways are the marital duties
carried out differently for men than
they are for women?

2. How far does the law of posses-
sion go in verse 4?

3. Why might prayers be more effec-
tive if a couple refrains from intimacy?
(Verse 5)

4. How does affection act as a de-
fense against adultery?

Other Bible Studies

Many other "Look in the Book" study guides
are available to you on various subjects.
They are great for personal study, Bible
class material or for an open Bible study
with a friend. They are also designed with
an address space on the back to help you
use them as a correspondence course with
friends far away. To request your free Bible
study guides please go to:

www.sonnychilds.com.



Keys to Money Management

Over half of the marriages in America today
end in divorce. Therapists say that conflict
over money is one of the most common rea-
sons for this tragedy. The Holy Spirit made
this conclusion in | Timothy 6:10, "...the love
of money is the root of all kinds of evil. Some
people eager for money have wandered from
the faith and pierced themselves with many
griefs." To have happiness and peace at home
money management skills must be applied.
Consider these three:

1. Work

In Il Thessalonians 3:10-12 Paul gives this
command, "...If a man will not work, he shall
not eat. We hear that some among you are idle.
They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such
people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus
Christ to settle down and earn the bread they
eat."

Every month, L.C. and his wife Rosie go to
a post office in southern, Louisiana, and pick
up nine federal welfare checks totaling $3893.
This totals $46,716 in tax-free income per year.
Few working families in this bleak, impover-
ished Mississippi River backwater earn more.

Except that L.C. and Rosie do not earn it.
L.C., age 56, gets $343.50 each month because
of obesity (he weighed 386 pounds when he
gualified for payments). Rosie, his common law
wife, receives the same amount monthly in gov-
ernment disability payments because she was
found by the Social Security law judge to be
too stressed out to work.

A visitor to their small bungalow would be
hard pressed to find any sign of high living,
however. The screen door hangs open. Soaps
blare from the television. Roaches crawl on
the walls in the living room; the kitchen is
caked with dirt. The house lacks even a tele-
phone, but they do have a police scanner to

monitor police calls. “That's so | know what's
going on,” Rosie explains.

The couple has seven children, ages 13 to
22. All of them have lagged behind in school
and at various times scored poorly in psycho-
logical tests. Under the government’s rules,
this translated into a failure to demonstrate
“age-appropriate behavior” and qualified them
to each get $458 monthly. Welfare payments
such as these are so widespread in communi-
ties like this around the nation that they are
popularly known as “crazy checkglondensed
from “Baltimore Sun”, John B. O’Donnell and Jim
Haner, published in “Readers Diges}".

Work makes a person feel good about
themself but constantly searching for a free
handout breeds misery. When one cannot or
does not provide for his own he often feels
frustrated, unfulfilled and without value. Work-
ing and being appreciated for it builds con-
tentment and gives strength to a happy home.

2. Budget

| Corinthians 6:12 says, "'Everything is per-
missible for me' - but not everything is benefi-
cial. 'Everything is permissible for me' - but |
will not be mastered by anything.” Here Paul
points out a very important principle for suc-
cessful living. Be in control.

Do you control your budget or does your
budget control you? The average credit card
debt in America is $2500. Debt robs you of
control. Live within your budget. Someone
once said, "If you want out of debt, act your
wage!"

Imagine what you could save if you were
willing to sacrifice just a little and buy only the
things that your family truly needed. Gotothe
closet and count the number of pairs of shoes
your family owns. How many of them do they
really need? Now count the number of outfits
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that haven’t seen the light of day for the last
two years. In spite of this virtual thrift shop of
clothing within our very own home, we still
buy hundreds of dollars worth of outfits at the
beginning of each school year so that our chil-
dren will fit in.

How many video games, televisions and
VCR’s does one family really need? We gripe
about poor television content, yet we pay for
cable, premium channels and satellite dishes
to beam the material into our own homes with
little to no restrictions. How many telephones,
car phones, beepers, computers and internet
hookups does it really take to be connected?
We harp at our children because they spend
too much time talking on the phone or surfing
the net, yet we provide them with every new
communication gadget we can find.

How many toys does one child really need?
We complain about the avalanche that comes
tumbling out of our child’s closet every time
we open the door, yet next Christmas we will
again spend hundreds of dollars to surround
the tree in expensive packages.

How many times do you eat out each week?
What kind of exorbitant interest rates are you
paying on those regular credit card purchases?
What could you save if you eliminated one of
the vehicles in the driveway along with its li-
cense, insurance and repair costs? Is your
medium-sized house really necessary, or could
a smaller one do? Is itreally necessary to heat
and cool the entire house even when people
aren’t in those rooms? Wouldn't water and
juices be better for your family than sodas any-
way? How many varieties of cereal are in your
cupboard? How much do you spend each week
to feed the pet? | don’t want to sound frivo-
lous, but the list of money saving suggestions
reallyis endless. The question is, are you will-
ing to make these small sacrifices to honor God
and live within your budget?

Before leaving this subject, it should be
noted that having a separate budget for the
husband and another for the wife is asking for

problems. Creating a lasting marriage is hard
enough in this world without inviting Satan to
separate you through jealous arguments over
what belongs to whom. Be the "one flesh"
that God has called you to become (Genesis
2:24).

3. Faith

In Matthew 6:25-34, God instructs His chil-
dren not to worry about material things be-
cause He will provide what they need. In I
Timothy 4:10, Paul said that his companion,
Demas, had deserted the Lord's work because
"he loved this world". Although money is a
necessary part of a family's survival, it must
not become its passion.

A “successful” young couple once ex-
plained their life-style this way, “In order to
afford our new house and cars, we each had to
take on extra jobs - so we don’t have much
time to spend with our kids - and we had to cut
back on food and clothing. But, it’s all worth it
so long as we can provide a better quality of
life!” | ask you, is this really the quality of life
that you want?

The story is told of some mischievous col-
lege students on Spring break who decided to
pull a prank on a local department store. Late
one evening they broke into the store, and for
several hours went through all of the items
exchanging price tags. Although they stole
nothing during their evening’s work, the re-
sults of their actions were even worse than if
they had. As the doors were opened the next
morning, shoppers rushed in and discovered
the outrageous bargains. Bubble gum was
priced at five-hundred dollars a pack, but fur
coats were on sale for fifty cents. Doughnuts
were marked at seven-hundred dollars each,
but diamonds were on sale at a dollar a dozen.
What a mess, and all because someone
switched price tags.

Many years ago Satan broke into America’s
department store. After switching all of the
price tags, Americans rushed in and accepted

the changes offering little to no resistance. Job
promotions were given a costly price while time
with the family was made to look cheap. Two
story homes were marked with high value, but
two parent homes were tagged “out of sea-
son”. “Quality time” was displayed as being
“fashionable”, but a “quantity of time” was
marked as “unnecessary’. On and on our val-
ues have changed until even Christians now
persue material things at the expense of their
family. Satan has a way of convincing us that
good is evil and evil is good. He loves to twist
our standards until he has made us see valu-
able things as cheap and cheap things as valu-
able. What a mess he has made of our world!

Too many Christian homes have bought
into the devil’s subtle tricks to exchange God-
given values for those of a money-centered
world. Many families today work two or more
jobs, not because they have too many needs
but because they have too many wants. A
good friend once told me, “You are only as
poor as your wants are many.”

Too many of us have accepted Satan’s value
swapping scheme. Lucifer has made big sala-
ries appear valuable and even necessary, but
he has made time with the family appear cheap
and even expendable. Don’t mistake it for a
minute. Satan is laughing at us just as hard as
those mischievous college students must have
laughed at the store owner who discovered
the price tags were switched on all of his mer-
chandise. We say, “God comes first.” We
sing “All to Jesus | surrender.” We pray “Thy
will be done.” We quote “Seek ye first the
kingdom of God”, but do we really, sincerely
mean it?

Nothing is more important than your family’s
spiritual well-being. Money is only a means to
an end. Provide what you must. Budget what
you have. But never lose focus of Heaven.

-Parts of this article were taken from the book
"Called To Be A Provider" by Sonny Childs

Look
IN the Book!

Friends that study together,
spend eternity together!

Read the scripture(s) and answe
the questions below. Feel free to write
your answers on another piece of
paper and enclose it within this study
guide.

Matthew 6:25-34 , | Timothy 5:8

1. How does a Christian decide when|
to resist the urge to worry as it says
in Matthew, and when to act as it says
in | Timothy?

2. Is money evil?
3. Why is money so divisive?

4. What rules should couples in place
when dealing with issues of money?

5. What are ten things you could live
without? How much debt could you
eliminate with the savings?

Other Bible Studies

Many other "Look in the Book" study guides
are available to you on various subjects.
They are great for personal study, Bible
class material or for an open Bible study
with a friend. They are also designed with
an address space on the back to help you
use them as a correspondence course with
friends far away. To request your free Bible
study guides please go to:

www.sonnychilds.com.



Out Of Love, Out Of Marriage?

A woman once told me during a coun-
seling session, "My marriage was a mistake.
I don't love him anymore!" Then she asked
a question that reveals much about the way
our world views marriage. "If | don't love
him anymore, do | have to stay with him?"

Too many in the world and even in the
church now view marriage as a temporary
institution and the wedding vows as only a
formality. Couples now sign prenuptial agree-
ments to protect their interests should things
go wrong - a sure sign that they have not
committed themselves entirely to the sur-
vival of the relationship. For a marriage to
survive three things must be understood about
the commitment of love:

1. Lasting Love
Is Not Physical Attraction

The world makes love sound more like
lust with every passing day. We talk about
"making love" as if it were a product that
you could market or a formula that you could
mix up on the spur of the moment. We talk
about “falling in love" as if it were an object
to trip over or an accident from which we
have little protection. If lasting love were
based upon physical attraction, prostitutes
would be the most fulfilled people in the
world. Instead, the rate of suicide, drug ad-
diction and other forms of self abuse esca-
lates among their numbers.

In | Peter 3:3-4, the Holy Spirit says that
"...beauty should not come frooutward
adornment.... Instead, it should be that of
your inner self, the unfading beauty of a

gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth
in God's sight." Lasting love comes not from
physical beauty but from an attraction to the
inner qualities. This attraction cannot be "love
at first glance". True love takes time, effort
and information. The body grows old, but
character is timeless. Invest in what is on
the inside. Only there will you findifading
beauty".

2. Love Is Not
A Prerequisite To Marriage

One of the most damaging elements of
our society is the view that only by falling in
love before marriage can a lasting relation-
ship be found. Throughout much of history,
and even in many eastern countries today,
marriages are arranged not on the basis of
love but rather on a commitment to the union.
This was also true during the time recorded
in the Bible.

In Genesis 24 we find the tender story of
Isaac, the child of promise, and his marriage
to Rebekah. Abraham'’s trusted servant was
sent to a far land to secure a bride for his
son. The only prerequisite to this selection
was the leading of God. An important les-
son for us today.

In Genesis 24:67 we find the culmination
of this process. Shortly after meeting
Rebekah for the very first time, the scrip-
ture says, "Isaac brought her into the tent of
his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah.
So she became his wife, and he loved her...."
The order of events in this passage is
significant. Marriage came before love.
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